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Changing
the limits

SOME speed zones will in-
crease and others will decrease
in a move aimed to streamline
legal driving.

A review of 12 key NSW
roads where speed limits
changed frequently has rec-
ommended changes to 11 of
them, Roads Minister Duncan
Gay said yesterday.

Under the RTA audit, speed
limits have been increased
in four zones, decreased
in seven and one has re-
mained unchanged.

““This is about making our
roads safer, it’s about allowing
people to be watching the road
rather than watching road
signs,” Mr Gay said.

Dead fish
near spill

TWO large dead fish have been
found near the Orica chemical
spill, leading to calls for marine
life in the area to be tested.

Premier Barry O’Farrell is
refusing to extend an inquiry
into an initial spill of hex-
avalent chromium from the
Kooragang Island plant to
include the spill of arsenic into
the Hunter River on Friday.

“The government should
extend the inquiry to look at
Orica’s release of arsenic into
the Hunter River on Friday
afternoon. We now have dead
fish washing on to the shore at
Stockton,’” opposition spokes-
man Luke Foley said.

NAB link
shut down

SOME city shoppers were
unable to access their cash
after  National  Australia
Bank’s online services were
shut down for several hours
yesterday afternoon.

A NAB spokeswoman said
the technical fault affected
“some ATMs, EFTPOS facili-
ties and online banking”’ from
3.15pm, but she did not con-
firm how widespread the dis-
ruptions were.

It is understood terminals in
Sydney’s CBD, Kings Cross,
Potts Point and Bondi Junc-
tion were affected.

Services were fully restored
by 5.45pm.

Home lessons se

rise of mock tutors

Homewori: Tutor Renata Maddrell helps 10-year-old Bianca Scully with her mathematics yesterday

Jenny Dillon

PARENTS are spending up to
$6 billion a year on private
tutoring, with the industry
growing by almost 40 per cent
over the past five years.

But only half of that money
goes to the official industry,
where there is quality control,
a code of ethics and a refund
policy, according to the
executive officer of the Aus-
tralian Tutoring Association
Mohan Dhall.

About half of all private
tutors have other full-time
occupations. The vast ma-

jority of these are teachers
who take in pupils after school
hours, while others are uni-
versity students, university tu-
tors or people who work in
other industries who run
after-hours classes through
community colleges, he said.

Government figures re-
vealed that this year there
were 36,000 people who
nominated private tutoring as
their full-time job.

But there were another
40,000 tutors who had other
full-time jobs, said Mr Dhall,
bringing the total number of
private tutors to 76,000.

With no accreditation or
qualification required, anyone
can set themselves up as a
tutor, Mr Dhall said.

He is calling for regulation
of the industry to ensure that
parents get quality and value
for their money.

Some teachers are able to
charge up to $200 an hour for
face-to-face, one-on-one tu-
ition, while university stu-
dents with only basic exper-
tise can charge as little as $20
an hour. Mr Dhall said wages
contributed only 30 to 35 per
cent of the annual expenses of
the tuition business.

The other expenses were
related to everyday business
operations such as rent, ad-
ministration, utilities, adver-
tising and materials.

“The annual spend on
wages for those who call
themselves tutors is more
than $827 million,” said Mr
Dhall. ““Total added value (of
the official industry) would be
about $3 billion,”” he said.

Taking other tutors into
account would double the bill
to about $55 billion to $6 bil-
lion, he said.

According to interim re-
sults of a survey being con-
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ducted by the Australian Tu-
toring Industry, aimost 60 per
cent of parents are paying
more than $51 per child per
week for private tutoring, -with
some paying as much as $200
a week.

Face-to-face, one-on-one
tuition was the most popular
method, with 42.5 per cent of
parents preferring this option.

The least popular was on-
line tutoring, with less than
2 per cent of parents opting
for this method.

About 65 per cent of par-
ents listed a tax deduction for
private tutoring as a priority.
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