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Tutoring has been a feature of several news articles
across a range of different newspapers and in different
Australian States. A context and reference to each of
the recent articles has been presented below.

Tutoring as Small Business Opportunity

2009 has been characterised by the global downturn
and numerous economies in recession. In Australia the
response by the government early in the downturn was
the payment of cash handouts to low and medium in-
come families. With the Reserve Bank of Australia
(RBA) raising interest rates, government has taken the
view that the Australian economy is starting to grow. It
is in this context a report by IBISWorld, called The New
Australians: Who we will be in 2020, should be read.
The report suggests that consumer demand and thus
business growth in the Australian economy will be slow
until the end of 2010. An IBISWorld industry analyst,
Raghu Rajakumar, says that discretionary spending,
such as that allocated to the retail sector, will be slow.
He asserts however that from an investment perspec-
tive IBISWorld expects “...the private tutoring industry
to do very well.” Though the parameters of the study
were not disclosed in the article, Rajakumar asserts
that the tutoring industry “saw an increase in revenue of
about 6% over 2008-09 over the previous year” and he
says, “we expect an increase of 5% in 2009-10".

Whilst the definition and scope of the study were not
revealed in the article, anecdotal evidence from ATA
members suggest that despite the downturn many tui-
tion businesses have experienced growth. This may be
due to a combination of two factors: a strong recent
increase in Australia’s migration levels (in the 2009
year about 275,000 new arrivals are expected, an in-
crease over the 120,000 in 2007). Moreover, many
families place greater value on education when the job
market is tight. A downturn can re-orientate family val-
ues towards the benefits of a strong educational
grounding in making future survival in difficult economic
circumstances more likely.

Reference: Derek Parker, “ Educators go to the head of the class:
SME opportunities ", The Australian, 31.07.09

Good tutors, who by definition will be good educators,
have been able to survive the downturn by focusing on
competitively sustainable business practices. A focus
on the consumer or client, the provision of a high qual-
ity service and accountability are all highly valued when
discretionary spending falls. In Wilson’s article, ATA
President Chris Druett is quoted emphasising the im-
portance of good quality staffing and companies engag-
ing in tight, accountable and comprehensive recruit-
ment and selection practices.

Reference: David Wilson, “ Tutors cash in_on business end

Sunday Age, 16.08.09

External Examinations and Educational Practices

Of great interest to educators and bureaucrats is the
effect of national school-based testing on educational
practices. The Commonwealth government asserts that
national tests are necessary for benchmarking national
standards in areas such as literacy and numeracy.
Moreover, external student testing coupled with school
ranking is justified on the basis of providing parents
with ‘choice’ and enabling them to make informed deci-
sions in regards to schooling. The notion of school
ranking on the basis of student achievement on exter-
nal-to-school tests is strongly rand vocally resisted by
teachers and their unions who assert that the number
of variables affecting student performance cannot be
captured on the basis of a standardised external test.

The NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the final
examination undertaken by Year 12 school leavers. In
Gilmore and Patty’s article the issue of whether such a
credential is an adequate measure of academic per-
formance was canvassed. The Vice Chancellor of Syd-
ney University, Michael Spence, said that the numerical
value derived from student performance in the HSC
was “a crude and one-dimensional measure of a stu-
dent’s track-record”. The notion that a single entry mark
should be the sole-determinant for entry into university
is also questioned by Macquarie University Vice Chan-
cellor, Steven Schwartz.

Reference: Heath Gilmore and Anna Patty, “ Bright students
‘betrayed’ by HSC ", The Sydney Morning Herald, 12.09.09

The role of tutors in the context of mainstream educa-
tion is of interest to educators and parents in numerous
nations around the world. International growth in tutor-
ing indicates that parents and students place a high
utility on supplementing mainstream education. But
exactly how much is a tutor worth? How can the in-
crease in a child’s self-confidence be measured? How
does a person place a value on the assistance given by
tutors that helps students find success in their school-
ing? These questions are very hard to definitely an-
swer: experience varies from student to student and
family to family. In the article by Carly Hennessy the
use of tutors as a supplement to mainstream education,
and to increase student success in mainstream educa-
tion is explored. Whilst the limitations of a couple of
schools was discussed the article refers to some fac-
tors that will impact on student learning: teacher educa-
tion, remoteness/isolation, class sizes, subject content,
student learning styles and so forth. Whilst it is widely
recognised that smaller class sizes can have a directly
beneficial effect on student outcomes in mainstream
education, not all schools have small classes. Thus,
tuition, giving direct student support can be beneficial.

Reference: Carly Hennessy, “ Tutors called in to fill gaps

day Mail, 13.09.09
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...Accelerate Maths learning
and increase your profits

Tutoring centres around Australia represent these re-
sources, helping their students .... increasing their profits,
and pleasing parents as they watch their children succeed.

Your students will enjoy learning the times tables with
these highly regarded Australian resources. See the range
on our web site or we can send information.

There’s no risk with our ‘sale or return’ terms and virtually
no additional work as sales result from just displaying them
or a newsletter note.

Join the tutors throughout Australia who are offering these
resources to their clients and reaping the rewards, includ-
ing 40% commission.

Sheridan House Australia Pty Ltd

(03) 9836 9445 or (03) 9899 9956
Email: sherhous@netspace.net.au
Web: www.sheridanhouse.com.au

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR TUTORS
RURAL & GENERAL INSURANCE BROKING P/L
A Specialist Insurance Broker
servicing the tutoring industry.

RGIB has access to various specialist underwriters

Annual Premiums start from:
$220.00 (inc. of charges and GST)

Email office@rgib.com.au. fax 1800 802 956

Check out our website where you can obtain an instant
indicative quote : www.rgib.com.au

Rural & General Insurance Broking Pty Ltd
AFS Licence 262353

Underwriters policy terms & exclusions do apply
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